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To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting:  June 25, 2014

Reference No.:  2.2C (5)
Action

From: ANDRE BOUTROS
Executive Director

subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING - MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE SANBORN ROAD/U.S. HIGHWAY 101 (US 101) AND
ELVEE DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-14-28)

ISSUE:

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) for the Sanborn Road/US 101/Elvee Drive Improvements Project (project) in Monterey
County and approve the project for future consideration of funding?

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission accept the MND and approve the project for future
consideration of funding.

BACKGROUND:

The City of Salinas (City) is the CEQA lead agency for the project. The project is located at the
juncture of US Highway 101 and Sanborn Road in the southern portion of the City of Salinas in
Monterey County. The project will construct a series of improvements to address operational traffic
and circulation issues at this interchange. Project components include: extending the raised median
of Sanborn Road to preclude left turns at Elvee Drive, improving the right-turn lane on westbound
Sanborn Road to Work Street, extending Elvee Drive to Work Street, constructing a new bridge at
the existing Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Reclamation Ditch crossing,
signalizing the Sanborn Road/Northbound loop off-ramp/Fairview Avenue intersection, constructing
a ramp meter on the Northbound US 101 on-ramp from Fairview Avenue, widening Elvee Drive and
reconstructing/rehabilitating its existing pavement to handle truck traffic, installing curb, gutter,
sidewalk, and street lighting along Elvee Drive, and planting approximately 50 trees. On May 6,
2014 the City adopted the final MND for the project and found that the project will not have a
significant effect on the environment after mitigation.

Impacts that require mitigation measures to be reduced to a less than significant level relate to
Biological Resources, Hazards & Hazardous Materials and Cultural Resources. Mitigation measures
include, but are not limited to: preconstruction surveys and establishment of buffer zones and other
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measures to minimize impacts to nesting birds, preconstruction testing for aerially deposited lead
and development of a worker health and safety plan if applicable, and monitoring efforts for
archaeological and paleontological artifacts during construction including measures to address the
inadvertent discovery of cultural or paleontological resources.

On May 8, 2014 the City confirmed that the preferred alternative set forth in the final environmental
document is consistent with the project scope of work programmed by the Commission.

The construction phase of this project is estimated to cost $4,100,000 and is fully funded with TCIF
($1,700,000) and Local ($2,400,000) funds. Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal year
2014/15.

Attachments

e Resolution E-14-28
e Project Location
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding
05 — Monterey County
Resolution E-14-28

WHEREAS, the City of Salinas has completed a Mitigated Negative Declaration
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA
Guidelines for the following project:

. Sanborn Road/US Highway 101/Elvee Drive Improvements Project

WHEREAS, the City of Salinas has certified that the Mitigated Negative
Declaration has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines
for its implementation; and

WHEREAS, the project will construct a series of improvements to address
operational traffic and circulation issues at this interchange. Project components
include: extending the raised median of Sanborn Road to preclude left turns at
Elvee Drive, improving the right-turn lane on westbound Sanborn Road to Work
Street, extending Elvee Drive to Work Street, constructing a new bridge at the
existing Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Reclamation Ditch
crossing, signalizing the Sanborn Road/Northbound loop off-ramp/Fairview
Avenue intersection, constructing a ramp meter on the Northbound US 101 on-ramp
from Fairview Avenue, widening Elvee Drive and reconstructing/rehabilitating its
existing pavement to handle truck traffic, installing curb, gutter, sidewalk, and street
lighting along Elvee Drive, and planting approximately 50 trees; and

WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency,
has considered the information contained in the Final Mitigated Negative
Declaration; and

WHEREAS, the City of Salinas found that the proposed project would not have a
significant effect on the environment; and

WHEREAS, the City of Salinas approved the Final Mitigated Negative
Declaration.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation
Commission does hereby accept the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and approve
the above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding.
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Figure 1

Location Map
Sanborn Road/U.S. Highway 101 and Elvee Drive Improvements Initial Study
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