
  STATE OF CALIFORNIA                      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: December 6, 2012   

 Reference No.: 2.2b. (1)  
 Action  

 
 
 

From:  BIMLA G. RHINEHART 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT  FOR THE REDWOOD PARKWAY-FAIRGROUNDS DRIVE 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  

 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report/Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (DEIR/DEIA) for the 
Redwood Parkway-Fairgrounds Drive Improvement Project located in Solano County? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments regarding the environmental issues 
addressed in the REIR/SEA.  However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to the California 
Department of Transportation (Department) and the Solano Transportation Authority (STA) that 
states:  

 
− The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and need, the 

alternatives studied, the impacts to be evaluated, and the evaluation methods used.  
− The Commission recommends that the Department, the STA identify and secure the necessary 

funding to complete the project.   
− If, in the future, funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, 

notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.  
 

BACKGROUND:   
 
The proposed project is located in the City of Vallejo in Solano County. The project consists of 
modifications to the existing Interstate 80 (I-80)/Redwood Parkway interchange, realignment of 
Fairgrounds Drive, widening of Fairgrounds Drive between Redwood Street and State Route (SR) 
37, widening of the westbound exit ramp from SR 37 to Fairgrounds Drive, and improvements to the 
SR 37/Fairgrounds Drive interchange intersections.  
 
The alternatives evaluated in the DEIR/DEIS include the Build Alternative and the No-Build 
Alternative.  
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Subject: RECIRCULATION OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND SUPPLEMENTAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 197/199 SAFE STAA ACCESS PROJECT  
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the recirculation of the 
Draft Environmental Impact Report/Supplemental Environmental Assessment (RDEIR/SEA) for the 
1977/199 Safe STAA Access Project located in Del Norte County? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments regarding the environmental issues addressed 
in the REIR/SEA.  However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to the California Department of 
Transportation District 1 North Region Environmental Office (Department) that states:  

 
− The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and need, the alternatives 

studied, the impacts to be evaluated, and the evaluation methods used.  
− If, in the future, funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, notification 

should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.  
 

BACKGROUND:   
 
The Department, as assigned by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is the designated 
lead agency for this project. The Department published a DEIR/EA for review and comment in June 2010. 
Based on strong public interest in the project’s potential impacts on trees and tree root systems, in particular 
large old redwoods, the Department conducted additional analysis and is re-circulating relevant portions of 
the original environmental document as the RDEIR/SEA.  

 
The proposed project is located in Del Norte County on State Route (SR) 197 and US 199, east of US 101. 
The project consists of roadway widening, shoulder widening, roadway curve improvements, bridge 
replacement and culvert replacements. segmented into four smaller projects  In addition to the proposed 
project and the no-build scenario, alternatives for consideration in the DEIR include two-foot 
shoulders, four-foot shoulders, or two-foot shoulders in spot locations; upstream bridge replacement, 
downstream bridge replacement, or bridge preservation; and cut slope or retaining wall installation.  
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Subject: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  FOR 

THE TULARE EXPRESSWAY PROJECT  
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (DEIR/EA) for the Tulare Expressway 
Project located in Tulare County? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments regarding the environmental issues 
addressed in the DEIR/EA.  However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to the California 
Department of Transportation (Department) that states:  

 
− The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and need, the 

alternatives studied, the impacts to be evaluated, and the evaluation methods used.  
− The Commission recommends that the Department and its partners identify and secure the 

necessary funding to complete the project.   
− If, in the future, funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, 

notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.  
 

BACKGROUND:   
 
The proposed project will realign State Route (SR) 65 and construct a two-lane expressway in Tulare 
County from Hermosa Street in Lindsay to Avenue 300 on SR 245 northeast of Exeter. The 
proposed project also includes frontage roads, railroad overhead crossings, new bridges, controlled 
access and utility relocations.  
 
The alternatives evaluated in the DEIR/EA include two Build Alternatives and a No-Build 
Alternative.  
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To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting:    December 5-6, 2012 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION  
 Reference No.:   2.2b.(1)  
   Action Item 
 
From:  NORMA ORTEGA 
 Chief Financial Officer 

Prepared by:  Jay Norvell 
 Division Chief 
 Environmental Analysis 

      
Subject:  COMMENTS ON DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) review and comment at the December 2012 Commission meeting on the 
following Draft Environmental Impact Reports (DEIR): 

 
ISSUE: 
 
04-Sol-80, PM 4.0/4.9; 04-Sol-37, PM 10.6/11.2; Redwood Parkway – Fairgrounds Drive 
Improvement Project 
 
This project in Solano County will modify the existing Interstate 80/Redwood Parkway 
interchange to a tight diamond configuration, realign Fairgrounds Drive to a tee intersection 
north of the Interstate 80 westbound ramps, widen Fairgrounds Drive between Redwood 
Street and State Route 37, widen the westbound exit ramp from State Route 37 to Fairgrounds 
Drive, and improve the intersections at the State Route 37/Fairgrounds Drive Interchange.  
The project is not yet funded; however, the project is expected to be fully funded with local 
funds.  The total estimated cost for capital and support is $46,400,000.  Depending on the 
availability of funding, construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2012-13. 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• No Build Alternative.   
• Build Alternative.  Will modify the existing Interstate 80/Redwood Parkway interchange 

to a tight diamond configuration, realign Fairgrounds Drive to a tee intersection north of 
the Interstate 80 westbound ramps, widen Fairgrounds Drive between Redwood Street 
and State Route 37, widen the westbound exit ramp from State Route 37 to Fairgrounds 
Drive, and improve the intersections at the State Route 37/Fairgrounds Drive 
Interchange.   

 
The decision to prepare an EIR was made due to analysis results indicating unavoidable 
significant environmental impacts.  Impacts include: 
 
• Paleontological resources 
• Biological resources 
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• Residential relocations 
• Impacts to Waters of the U.S. 
• Visual resources 
 
The following measures would be incorporated to minimize impacts of the project: 
 
• Incorporate design characteristics and aesthetic treatments to minimize visual impacts. 
• Preparation of a paleontological monitoring program. 
• Conduct nesting bird surveys prior to construction. 
• Compensatory mitigation for jurisdictional water features. 
• Caltrans Relocation Assistance Program. 
 
Attachment 1 
 
ISSUE: 
 
01-DN-197 PM 4.5, PM 3.2/4.0; 01-DN-199, PM 20.5/20.9, 23.92/24.08, 5.55/25.65, 22.7/23.0, 
and 26.3/26.5; 197/199 Safe STAA Access Project 
 
This project in Del Norte County will improve spot locations on State Route 197 and U.S. 199 
in Del Norte County so that two Surface Transportation Assistance Act (STAA) trucks passing 
in opposite directions can be accommodated.  The proposed work consists of roadway 
widening, shoulder widening, roadway curve improvements, bridge replacements and culvert 
replacements.  The project will bring State Route 197 and U.S. 199 into compliance with 
federal and state legislations regarding access for STAA trucks. 

 
The overall 197/199 Safe STAA Access Project consists of four smaller projects as follows: 
 
Ruby 1 (EA 48110) is fully funded in the State Highway Operation and Protection Program 
Minor A Program.  The total estimated cost is $2,499,000.  Construction is estimated to begin in 
Fiscal Year 2013-14.   
 
Ruby 2 (EA 45490) is fully funded in the State Highway Operation and Protection Program 
Minor A Program.  The total estimated cost is $3,400,000.  Construction is estimated to begin in 
Fiscal Year 2014-15.  
 
Patrick Creek Narrows (PPNO 1047) will improve U.S. 199 from Post Mile 20.5 to Post Mile 
25.5.  The project is programmed in the 2012 State Transportation Improvement Program.  The 
total estimated cost for capital and support is $21,302,000.  Construction is estimated to begin in 
Fiscal Year 2012-13. 
 
The Narrows and Washington Curve (PPNO 1073) will improve U.S. 199 from Post Mile 22.7 to 
Post Mile 26.5.  The project is programmed in the 2012 State Highway Operation and Protection 
Program.  The total estimated cost for capital and support is $6,750,000.  Construction is 
estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2015-16. 
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For the four projects contained in the DEIR there are a total 12 build alternatives being proposed 
as well as the no build alternative.  Alternative details are contained within the attached DEIR 
Executive Summary. 
 
The decision to prepare an EIR was made due to analysis results indicating unavoidable 
significant environmental impacts.  Impacts include: 

 
• Biological resources in the form of permanent removal of natural communities. 
• Impacts to Waters of the U.S. 
• Visual resources. 
 
The following measures would be incorporated to minimize impacts of the project: 
 
• Incorporate design characteristics and aesthetic treatments to minimize visual impacts. 
• Pre-construction botanical surveys. 
• Replanting of natural areas disturbed by the project. 
• Compensatory mitigation for jurisdictional water features. 

 
Attachment 2 

 
 

ISSUE: 
 
06-Tul-65, PM 29.5/R38.3; 06-Tul-245, PM 0.0/0.5; Tulare Expressway Project 
 
This project in Tulare County will realign State Route 65 and construct a two-lane expressway 
on a four-lane right of way from Hermosa Street in Lindsay to Avenue 300 on State Route 245 
northeast of Exeter.  The project is not fully funded.  The project is programmed in the 2012 
State Transportation Improvement Program.  The total estimated cost for capital and support is 
$102,711,000. Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2018-19. 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• No Build Alternative.   
• Build Alternative 1- Proposed project would parallel the east and west side of existing Spruce 

Avenue depending on location. 
• Build Alternative 2- Proposed project would parallel the west side of existing Spruce Avenue. 
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The decision to prepare an EIR was made due to analysis results indicating unavoidable 
significant environmental impacts.  Impacts include: 
 
• Farmland 
• Commercial and residential relocations 
• Biological resources 
 
The following measures would be incorporated to minimize impacts of the project: 
 
• Best management practices to minimize impacts to jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. 
• Establishment of environmentally sensitive areas 130 feet from any existing elderberry 

shrubs. 
• Conduct pre-construction surveys for the San Joaquin kit fox and the Swainson’s hawk. 
• Compensatory mitigation for jurisdictional water features. 
• Compensation for any disturbed agricultural land at 1.1 acre to 1 acre ratio. 
• Caltrans Relocation Assistance Program. 

 
Attachment 3 
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